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In the Soviet Union are thousands of women who
fought side by side with men during the civil wars
which followed the advent of Lenin and Trotsky into
office. These women veterans today form the nucleus
about whom the women training for active warfare
frequently group themselves, precisely as the men un-
dergoing such military training group themselves about
the officers of the reserve and the discharged Red
Army soldiers.
The battalion of woman soldiers organized during
the Kerensky regime for continued participation of
Russia in the World War still has a number of mem-
bers, but these are carefully kept out of the ranks of
Bolshevist woman soldiers. The women who served
under the provisional government are looked upon as
"bourgeois" and unworthy of the confidence of the
proletariat.
The cities in the Soviet Union where women's mili-
tary organizations have achieved more than local re-
nown are Petrograd, which has a famous company of
woman snipers composed exclusively of the workers of
a single rubber factory, and Moscow, which has re-
cently graduated the first corps of militarized women
telegraph and telephone operators.
Other cities which have attained distinction are
Tomsk and Krasnoyarsk, whose sniping companies are
among the best-trained in the Union. In Omsk the
Osoaviachim maintains a woman's college for the
training of shooting instructors, most of the graduates